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In the Fiftieth Congress it appears that
Weaver again introduced his bill for the organ-
ization of Oklahoma as a Territory; and Con-
gressman William M. Springer introduced two
bills for the same purpose, the second of which,
introduced on June 25, 1888, was debated on
July 25th, August 6th, 28th, and 30th, and on
September 12th and 13th. On August 30th
Weaver made some brief remarks upon it with
reference to a proposed amendment which he
thought would prevent a man from selling a
mortgaged farm and making a new start in
Oklahoma. In his opinion it would exclude
worthy men whose misfortune it was to be mort-
gaged beyond their power of redemption.213

Another related measure was a bill passed by
the Senate which extended the laws of the
United States to the unorganized territory,
south of Kansas, west of the Indian Territory,
and north of the Panhandle of Texas, known as
No Man's Land or the Public Land Strip. The
proposition was to create a land office there and
allow lands to be acquired under the homestead
laws, and also to extend the laws of the United
States over the district. The advocates of this
bill claimed that there were 15,000 people set-
tled there without any form of government. On
the other hand, the supporters of the Oklahoma
Bill declared that it would be just as easy to
pass their bill, and if it were passed there would